








Victim Impact Evidence in Criminal Cases

Written 3 of 3 (100%) Responses
Affidavits

Question 4 Have you objected to such statements being
Presented?

Yes

Yes

No

Question 5 If so, on what bases?

u, tne courts nave consistently sala even in negotiatea
pleas the victim has a right to be heard

50% legal grounds

N/A

100, the courts have consistently said even in
negotiated pleas the victim has a right to be heard

50% relevance

N/A

wrnen the victim explams now tne crime is still
effecting them

Emotion

The raw emotion

Relevance

Objected to the content of the statement, not the
statement itself
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When the victim complains about the character of my
client
When they do not related to the facts of the case at
hand
When it appears they are trying to do more than just
relate the actual injury.

75%

3%

95%

Not personally

No

n/a

n/a

Yes 3 of 3 (100%) Responses

No 0 of 3 (0%) Responses
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Question 14 If so, why have you done so?
When the victim would rather my client work to pay
restitution than go to Department of Corrections

Statutory rape, or family member victims that have
forgiven the family member but were forced to
prosecute

When the guidelines are so out of skew with logic and
the alleged victim is not wanting to completely ruin
the client's life.

Either the prosecutor reads the letter or calls them to
the stand and they read their letter

They walk into court and give a narration
State attorney or I will call them present the
information to the court.

The victims feel better
Sometimes, they can make the victim look less
creditable
In some cases I would imagine it is cathartic to
someone who has suffered at the hands of ther person
to let them know the human cost.

Sometimes they can turn into an attack on my client
as a human being

Emotion can often take over
That sometimes logic is overruled by emotion.
Sometimes witnesses play up (usually police officers
fall in this category) or if the media is part then
everyone is making a show rather than trying to get a
true restorative style sentence.
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Ubject so my client at least thinks I am fighting tor
them

Little to none

Work hard to take the emotion out of it.

Bringing the victims in instead of just reading the
letters

Use them when appropriate
When they don't overplay it, have believable
witnesses

Nothing
Use them in cases where the victim was forced to
prosecute

Hard to say.

10%

75%

5%

90%
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25%

95%

i thmink judges pretty much have in their min what
their sentence will be before arguments or statements
even begin
They use them to give victims a voice and inform
them on the proper sentence to be imposed....
sometimes it seems as though its used as the Judge's
P.R. for re-election

Depends if they are running for office again.

Very little

Much weight

Probably more than they should.

Maybe burglary of dwellings or batteries

Sex and violent crimes ... Burg. Dwelling too

Child sexual battery cases.

no

No.
Again child sexual battery cases where it has been
years of abuse.
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when the victim starts talking about other non-
charged crimes they suspect my client of doing
The amount of emotion which clouds rational and
reasonable sentences.

What, in yourF opinion, can prosecutors and defense
attorneys do better in preparing for, handling, or
reacting to victim imnpact statemnents?
Always read them ahead of time before they are
presented to the court

Talk to people first
Talk the victims ahead of time and get them on board
with the agreements.

What, in your opinion, could be done to improve the
process of victim impact statements?
They could be limited in scope and duration - 10
minutes to say how this crime is still effecting you
today
More stringent rules regarding the scope of testimony
and disallowing narration
Instruct judges about how to handle the emotional
aspects of the statements but still be able to give
rational reasonable sentences.
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